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Flexible visualisation with LED strips
Hanover, 21 April 2026 – With ifm’s new LED strips, which feature an IO-Link interface, each LED can be controlled individually. This opens up particularly attractive possibilities for visualisation on machines and systems across a wide range of applications.
Today, signal tower lights or individual indicator lights are still often the standard solution for visualising the current status of a machine or system for the operator. Modern LED technology opens up a whole new range of possibilities. ifm is now launching new LED strips that enable innovative visualisation concepts. The strips are available in lengths ranging from 250 mm to 5,000 mm and comprise up to 320 LEDs, each of which can be individually controlled in terms of colour and brightness. ifm uses a special manufacturing technology for its LED strips: the flexible printed circuit with the LEDs is fully encapsulated in plastic using a special extrusion process. This ensures a high IP 69K protection rating, making the LED strips the ideal choice for food applications. Should an LED ever fail, the rest of the strip will continue to function without any restrictions thanks to an integrated bypass system. Thanks to their flexibility, the strips can also be installed on curved surfaces.
Predefined operating modes
Users can control the LED strips via the matching DV1617 control unit. This allows them to select from a range of predefined operating modes. In Segment Mode, individual segments of the strip can be defined and then controlled independently Particularly noteworthy is the Run Mode, which enables the display of a moving light pattern. This makes it possible, for example, to visualise the position of a product on a moving conveyor belt. The Bargraph Mode displays values as a bar chart. The Position Mode, in turn, allows specific positions to be displayed clearly and unambiguously.  
Further information on the new LED strips, as well as illustrations of the individual modes in example applications, can be found on the landing page.
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The new LED strips enable innovative visualisation concepts.



About the ifm group of companies
From a passion, to an idea, to success. Since its foundation in 1969, ifm has developed, produced and sold sensors, controllers, software and systems for industrial automation and for SAP-based solutions for supply chain management and shop floor integration worldwide. As one of the pioneers of Industry 4.0, ifm develops and implements consistent solutions to digitalise the entire value chain “from sensor to ERP”. Today, the second-generation family-run ifm group has more than 9,120 employees, including more than 5,260 in Germany, and is one of the worldwide market leaders. The group combines the internationality and innovative strength of a growing group of companies with the flexibility and close customer contact of a medium-sized company.
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